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Hundreds of women sent me
copies of the ad, “Basic black
goes everywhere when you dress
it up with Hertz.” 1 say, “Basic
lack goes everywhere when you
dress up for a hearse.”

Now I have nothing against the
Hertz organization. In fact, I have
used their cars around the world.

But I wish they would stick to
their excellent business and let
me be the one to tell you what
is proper to wear when renting
their cars.

As a result of the ad I decided
tc interview Patti Plantz, the
cute-as-a-bug sales representative
here, who has more personality
than Hertz has cars.

“Tell me about the type of
women who rent cars,” I sug-
gested over lunch. Her eyes
lighted up as she launched into
her favorite subject, car rentals.

"\\ omen take better care of

(J,
their cars than men and have
fewer accidents, t0o,” she said
proudly. “More and more women
alone are renting cars. They find
it convenient not to have to
bother relatives and friends to
chauffer them around town, or
to meet them at airports.

“All they do is just get in and
aim,” she laughed.

When renting cars, women
never seem to be in as big a
rush, Patti claims. You're calmer,
cooler and more collective. You
do have one problem: You can't
seem to find the emergency
brake. “But the men can't
either,” Patti added hurriedly.

Men are more inclined to rent
the expensive Cadillac convert-
ibles or Thunderbirds whereas
you are on the more comer\'nti\'e

Baswally Black Still
Is Funereal, He Says

side. Toe, men choose the flas-
hier colors.

There's a whole new trend in
car rentals. says Patti. They are
no longer solely rented for busi-
ness purposes. Parents often rent
them for sons and daughters at-
tending proms or other parties.

At conventions four or five
women join together and rent
one, which gives them a measure
of freedom and privacy for see-
ing the town.

Elderly women rent an occa-
sional one for the Sunday drive,
which relieves them of depend-
ing on a relative or friend to
squire them about. Mothers visit-
ing sons and daughters at college
find renting their own an asset
for getting around.

Whatever the purpose, don't
drive it wearing basic black with
pearls, unless, of course, you
look like beautiful Suzy Parker
in the ad—and very few of you
do. On her black isn't basic.

(Distributed by Chronicle Features.)
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